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Dear trainers,  

 I would like to explain the club’s new policy regarding future draft race programming. It is planned 

that preferably each month or sometimes it may be each two months, you will be sent a draft copy 

of future Rockhampton race programs for that period. 

This I believe has never previously occurred in Rockhampton. By instigating this policy, we set to 

provide each trainer with an opportunity for feedback on studying the draft within a strict deadline 

of six to seven days. 

You are asked to either email or telephone any such feedback regarding suggestions or problems 

you envisage to Tony McMahon the club’s new program convenor. 

Personally, I do not envy Tony’s task but he has agreed to assist in this matter and has vast 

experience in both NSW and Queensland in this specialist field.  

Please be assured the RJC has introduced this new policy believing it will allow for more widespread 

transparency for assessment in programming. 

The RJC is indebted to all previous members of its programming panel who over many years have 

acted unselfishly and professionally in the best interests of racing in Rockhampton. 

In more recent times trainers Ross Shannon, Mike Dore and Lyle Rowe met with the Racing 

Queensland’s Col Truscott twice or three times yearly to review and preview draft programs.  

 However, the club sees this new policy is a more proactive approach in that involves all trainers 

replacing the format of two or three previously on a panel. 

I must record that Racing Queensland’s Col Truscott sets and has the final endorsement of the draft 

programs and stress you note that is the case but that your feedback and input will be carefully 

evaluated. 

Th drafts will be reviewed by Tony and then discussed with Col Truscott before their finalisation. 

In instigating this new policy, the RJC feels it is another step in the right direction being introduced to 

work in tandem with local trainers. 

Ian Mill.     


